El“l- THE CATHOLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION

United Voice for Change

June 14, 2001

The Honorable John D. Dingell
2328 Rayburn House Office Building

House of Representatives . ’
Washington, DC 20515-2216 » -

Dear Representative Dingell:

On behalf of the Catholic Health Association of the United States (CHA), the narional leadership
organization of more than 2,000 Catholic healthcare sponsors, systerms, facilities, and related
organizations, I write to thank you for your efforts to expand health coverage for uninsured low-
income families. CHA shares your commitment to the goal of accessible and affordable care for
all, and we strongly support the “Family Care Act of 2001 as an important step toward that goal.

The “Family Care Act of 2001” would allow states to extend Medicaid and State Children’s

Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) coverage to parents of children already eligible for these

programs. Most of these individuals are working but do not have incomes sufficient to afford the

high cost of private insurance. Family Care is a cost-effective way to address this problem. Not

only would it reduce the number of uninsured parents but it would also improve enrollment of

uninsured low-income children in Medicaid and SCHIP at a rime when more than 10 million

children still do not have health coverage. While a number of states have already itiated efforts

to expand SCHIP to parents and to eliminate enroliment barriers, much more needs to be done.

Moreover, the additional funding called for in your bill is essential if states are to proceed with the

assurance of federal support for their coverage expansicaefforts, Co.

We are also pleased that your bill would address gaps in Medicaid and SCHIP coverage for
pregnant women and legal immigrants,

Catholic hospitals and healthcare systems provide inpatient and outpatient care in 48 states and
more than 360 local areas. Every day we see the impact that lack of health insurance has on

ilies’ access to coordinated and high-quality health care. With a substantial federal surplus,
Congress and the administration simply must make addressing this problem a national priority. We
applaud your leadership in introducing the “F amily Care Act of 2001 and look forward to
working with you and your colleagues to advance this mmportant bill.

Sincerely,
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Rev. Michael D. Place, STD
President and Chief Executive Officer
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