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February 17, 2004

The Honorable John D. Dingeli

U5, House of Representarives

2383 Raybwurn House Office Building
Washingron, DC 20515

Dear Representative Dingell,

On behalf of Families USA, the national advocacy group for hiealth care ~onsumers, I am
WILHNg to express our support for the FamilyCare Act of 2004. This legMslarion offers a
real solution ro the increasing number of uninsured by providing health Ansurance
coverage ta the parents of children enrolledd in Medicaid and SCHIP. ancl also offers new
Hexibility ro states to encourage addirianal expansions and enrolimen osf more
Americans. :

Medicaid and SCHIP play a vital role in providing comprehensive health . coverage to our
nation’s most vulnerable citizens. According te the most recent Census Bureau report,
once again, public programs - especially Medicaid - covered more peoples and cushioned
the loss of employer-provided health insurance. Moreover, because Medi_caid and SCHIP
are available o low-income children up to 200 percent of povertyinmosst states, the
number of uninsured children actually declined last year—cdespite privitme coverage
losses—as public programs filled in the gaps For children, Bur. rhe parentss of these
children did not fare quite as well. Because parents are enly eligible for M-Tedicaid if they
have very low incomes in most states, only 2 fraction of non-elderly adult=s who lost
private health coverage were able to enroll in Medicaid These findingsu maderscore the
importance of protecting and cxpanding the Medicaid program, especial dy during these
tough economic times when more than 43 tnillion Americans are withosm health
msurance, What is more, as we strive to fuurther reduce the rrumber of urinsured
children. ir is well docummented that children are more likely to getenroll €d and get
services whien their parents can get coveragZe, oo,

The Family Care bill makes a significant cormmitment to reducing the urmber of
uninsured in America and to getting families the viral health coverzge the=y need. This
legislation mmakes it easier for families ro get and to keep coverage by exp=anding
cligibility to parents of children who are already enrolled in Medicaid ancl SCHIP.
Further, this bill allows these parents, as well as childien and preguant wromen, o be

écem}e}d “presumptively cligible” meaning that whole families can be enroelled in coverage
rogether,
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Families USA thanks you for your leadership on the introduction of thi_s imporrant
legislation, and for your contirued commirment to expanding coverage= to the uninsured.
We look farward to working with you in to ensure that this bill become law.
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Ron Pollack
Execurtive Director
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