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March 20, 2008

The Honorable John Dingell
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Dingell:

On behalf of the Association of University Centers on Disabilities (AUCD) we
want to thank you for introducing the Protecting the Medicaid Safety Net Act
(H.R. 5613), that would put a moratoria on the Medicaid regulations imposed by
the Bush Administration and offer our support.

The moratoria are vital to protect harmful changes in Medicaid affecting
beneficiaries, providers and states. Medicaid provides vital medical, social, and
educational service coverage necessary for individuals with disabilities. These
programs under Medicaid allow individuals with physical, cognitive, and
developmental disabilities, traumatic brain injuries, youngsters in the foster care
system, persons living with HIV/AIDS, and individuals with serious mental
illnesses to fully participate in all aspects of community life. Your bill would
prevent CMS from implementing seven harmful regulations which would result
in significant cuts to services and supports for individuals with disabilities and
other vulnerable populations.

Thank you again for your leadership on this important issue and AUCD looks
forward to working with you to pass this legislation.

Sincerely,

-
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William E. Kiernan, PhD
President
AUCD
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t: 301-588-8252

f: 301-588-2842

www.aucd.org

William E. Kiernan, PhD
President

Michael Gamel-McCormick,
PhD
President-Elect

Royal P. Walker, Jr., JD
Past President

Lucille A. Zeph, EdD
Past-Past President

Marion Taylor Baer, PhD
Secretary

Daniel B. Crimmins, PhD
Treasurer

Lann E. Thompson, EdD
Council for Interdisciplinary
Service

Gordon G. Richins, BS
Council on Community Advocacy

Susan Yuan, PhD
Council on Community Advocacy

Arnold Birenbaum, PhD

Council on Research and Evaluation

Tokesha L. Warner, BA
Multicultural Council

Elizabeth A. Bishop, MSSW
National Community
Education Directors Council

Judith M. Holt, PhD

National Training Directors Council

A. Anthony Antosh, EdD
Member at Large

Kathleen Braden, MD
Member at Large

Julie Anne Fodor, PhD
Member at Large

Tamar Heller, PhD
Member at Large

Charlie Lakin, PhD
Member at Large

George S. Jesien, PhD
Executive Director



