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Our nation is at a crossroads: Our economy is suffering; we are squandering billions of
dollars to feed our addiction on foreign oil; and our environment is overheating. We can
continue to look the other way and leave these problems to our children. Or we can adopt a new
energy policy for America.

Today we begin consideration of legislation that will finally address the major energy
problems facing our nation. We have three goals:

We want at long last to provide energy security for the country;

We want to transform our economy by creating new clean energy jobs, developing new
technologies, and creating new export markets; and

We want to address the very real threat posed by global warming.

The American Clean Energy and Security Act will revitalize our economy through
investment in clean energy generation and energy efficiency technologies. The legislation will
create millions of new clean energy jobs, save consumers hundreds of billions of dollars in
energy costs, enhance America’s energy independence, and cut global warming pollution.

As President Obama said on Saturday, this legislation will “create a new system of clean

energy initiatives that will help unleash a new era of growth and prosperity.”

I am very proud of the work this Committee has done in developing this legislation.
Energy legislation is by its nature contentious. It can inflame regional differences. But over the
last several weeks, we have been able to bridge these differences and build a remarkable
coalition behind the legislation.



The American Clean Energy Act is supported by business leaders, environmentalists, and
trade unions. They have put aside their differences to embrace the legislation because they know
it is the key to economic growth, job creation, and a cleaner environment.

My ranking member, Joe Barton, will argue that this bill will underhiine our economy.
He and others will claim that there is a fundamental conflict between economic growth and clean
energy.

That is a false choice. Our economic prosperity and a clean energy future are
inextricably linked.

We have faced these same doomsday predictions before. When we debated the Clean Air
Act, opponents said it would destroy our economy. We passed the law, cleaned our air, and
grew our economy. Our economy soared over 200% at the same time our pollution was cut by
more than half.

When we debated the 1990 Amendments to the Clean Air Act, industry lobbyists said the
bill would cost more than a $100 billion per year. Even in 1990 dollars, that’s more than the
costs of the energy legislation we are debating today. But under the leadership of John Dingell,
we were able to forge lasting compromises.

Mr. Dingell has played the same key role in shaping the American Clean Energy Act. He
has stepped into the middle of some of the most contentious issues and identified solutions that
brought members together. I commend and thank him for his leadership.

Many other members have played critical roles. Mr. Markey has been steadfast in his
leadership, his determination, and his vision for the future. Mr. Boucher crafted a compromise
on the global warming title that bridged the differences between industry and environmental
groups. Mr. Doyle and Mr. Inslee showed us the path for protecting our industrial heartland.
Mr. Green and Mr. Gonzales crafted revisions that address the concerns of oil refiners. Mr.
Butterfield and Mr. Rush have worked to protect the interests of low-income consumers. And
Ms. Sutton developed an innovative “cash for clunkers” proposal.

On issue after issue — protection of consumers, energy efficiency, investments in R&D,
electric vehicles, transportation planning, international deforestation, and many others —
members of this Committee proposed good ideas and pragmatic and effective solutions to
difficult problems.

We have also reached out repeatedly to members on the Republican side. Where we
received suggestions, we have tried to incorporate them. Over the course of this week, we will
listen to Republican ideas and incorporate them where we can.

The bill we are considering today is a strong bill. It will break our dependence on foreign
oil, make our nation the world leader in clean energy jobs and technology, and protect our
children from dangerous carbon pollution.

I look forward to the markup and reporting this bill favorably to the House.



