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			Dingell Response to Bush Commerce Budget

			



			Washington, D.C. &ndash; Rep. John D. Dingell (D-MI), Chairman of the Committee on Energy and Commerce, issued
the following statement in response to President Bush&rsquo;s Fiscal Year 2009 (FY 09) budget request for the
Department of Commerce:

			

			



			&ldquo;At a time of growing economic distress in this country, President Bush&rsquo;s request for decreased funding for
key Commerce Department programs represents significant disregard for the well-being and productivity of American
workers and businesses. Moreover, these cuts fly in the face of the Commerce Department&rsquo;s purported goals of
maximizing U.S. competitiveness and promoting innovation.&rdquo;

			

			



			&ldquo;I plan to seek detailed clarification from Commerce Secretary Gutierrez about proposed funding decreases for the
Economic Development Administration (EDA) and the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST). In my
view, such irresponsible cuts will hinder the Nation&rsquo;s capacity to generate robust economic growth.&rdquo;
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			The President&rsquo;s FY 09 budget proposes:

			

			

				
 - A $1.3 billion overall increase to the Commerce Department&rsquo;s budget; 

				

				
 - A $141 million decrease in funds for the Economic Development Administration, which helps to increase economic
growth through capacity-building, planning, infrastructure investments, research grants, and strategic initiatives; and 

				

				
 - A $100 million cut in funds for the National Institute of Standards and Technologies, whose programs help to promote
U.S. innovation and industrial competitiveness. 
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