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State of Qonnecticut

SENATE DEMOCRATS

, STATE CAPITOL
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106-1591

Dear Member of Congreés:

On Wednesday, March 12", members of Congress will hear testimony from John
Rowland, Govemnor of Connecticut, that Connecticut doesn’t need or want an increased
Federal Medical Assistance Percentage (FMAP) in our state as is contained in the
bipartisan budget proposal. The undersigned members of the Connecticut General
Assembly feel it is important that Congress understands that the Governor does not
enjoy broad legislative support for his testimony. Quite simply, he is tuming down
federal money at the same time that he is cutting off tens of thousands of peopie from
their health care and laying off nearly 3000 state workers.

Gove%or Rowland states in his letter that, “Connecticut also has a proud history
of meeting tha health needs of our citizens ...". He talks about how we have expanded

Medicaid.-coverage for adults with children to 150 percent of poverty, but he has just
pushed to cut 23,000 of those same working parents from this program. He talks about
how we have expanded our State-run pharmacy program for seniors, but he has just
effectively cut access to prescription drugs for Connecticut's seniors by increasing the
membership fee for this program by 20% and the co-pays by over 33%. His letter
suggests that we need more flexibility in the Medicaid programs, but he is already

cutting many of the “optional” Medicaid benefits that help thousands of Connecticut
residents.

We urge you to oppose the Bush Administration's Medicaid proposal as
supported by Governor Rowland. It induces states to block grant their Medicaid
programs. It also offers states the flexibility to make cuts and curtail coverage, but
doesn'’t offer enough resources to assist states that want to meet the growing needs of

their unique\?)b’p&laﬂons and circumstances or to try innovative approaches to
expanding health coverage.

Rather than jeopardize the Medicaid program that is the cornerstone for
providing health care to our most vulnerable population, we urge you to provide
immediate financial relief to your states by supporting a temporary increase in the
Federal Medical Assistance Percentage (FMAP). The best way to help your state is to
co-sponsor and support H.R. 816, the King-Brown State Fiscal Ralief Act.

Connecticut's share of this bipartisan proposal bill will bring in approximately $71 million

so that we can provide urgently needed health care services for low-income children,
seniors, and people with disabilities.
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