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Members

American Federation of
State, County and
Municipal Employees

American Association of
University Women

Capitol Region Conference
of Churches

Caucus of Connecticut
Democrats

Coalition for People

Congress of Connecticut
Community Colleges

CT Association for Human
Services

CT Association of
Nonprofits

CT Citizen Action Group

CT Coalition on Aging

CT Community Providers
Association

CT Conference of the
United Church of Christ

CT Council on
Occupational Safety and
Health

CT Federation of
Educational and
Professional Employees

CT NARAL

CT National Organization
Jor Women

CT Primary Care
Association

CT Society of Nurse
Psychotherapists

CT State AFL-CIO

CT State Council of
Machinists

CT State Employees
Association

Greater Hartford Central
Labor Council

Hotel and Restaurant
Employees Union, L.217

Legal Assistance Resource
Center of CT

National Association of
Social Workers

New England Health Care
Workers Union, 1199

Northeast Action

Older Women'’s
League/Northwest CT

Service Employees
International Union

Staywell Health Center

Unitarian Society

United Auto Workers

University Health
Professionals/ CFEPE

March 12, 2003

The Honorable W.J. “Billy Tauzin
Chairman

Committee on Energy and Commerce
2125 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable John D. Dingell
Ranking Member

Committee on Energy and Commerce
3233 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Tauzin and Ranking Member Dingell:

The undersigned Connecticut organizations are extremely concerned that the state
fiscal crisis is forcing many states to cut Medicaid coverage and provider payments.
We are especically disturbed that Governor Rowland has written to President Bush
and Secretary Thompson saying that we don’t need an increased Federal Medical
Assistance Percentage (FMAP) in our state as is contained in the bipartisan
proposal. He is turning down federal money at the same time that he is cutting off
tens of thousands of people from their health care and laying off nearly 3000 state
workers.

Governor Rowland states in his letter that, “Connecticut also has a proud history of
meeting the health needs of our citizens ...” He talks about how we have
expanded Medicaid coverage for adults with children to 150 percent of poverty, but
he has just cut 23,000 of those same working parents from this program. He talks
about how we have expanded our State-run pharmacy program for seniors, but he
has just effectively cut access to prescription drugs for Connecticut’s seniors by
increasing the membership fee for this program by 20% and the co-pays by over
33% His letter suggests that we need more flexibility in the Medicaid programs,
but he is already cutting many of the “optional” Medicaid benefits that help
thousands of Connecticut residents

We urge you to oppose the Bush Administration's Medicaid proposal as supported
by Governor Rowland. It induces states to block grant their Medicaid programs. It
also offers states the flexibility to make cuts and curtail coverage, but doesn’t offer
enough resources to assist states that want to meet the growing needs of their
unique populations and circumstances or to try innovative approaches to expanding
health coverage. With fewer federal rules, budget pressures may lead states to limit
beneficiary access through waiting lists and high cost-sharing requirements.
Provider payments are likely to be further squeezed. States will be tempted to use
new Medicaid spending flexibility to deal with other pressing priorities, such as
bioterrorism and disaster preparedness.
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Medicaid cuts are a drag on our economy. Medicaid and other Connecticut programs provide health care,
nursing home care and prescription drug coverage to more than 350,000 people, about 1 in 10 residents.
Connecticut’s Medicaid program creates over 30,000 jobs and brings in $3.5 billion in business activity.
Overall in this country, for every $1 million that states cut from their Medicaid programs, $3.4 million is
lost from the economy.

Rather than jeopardize the Medicaid program that is the cornerstone for providing health care to our most
vulnerable population, we urge you to provide immediate financial relief to your states by supporting a
temporary increase in the Federal Medical Assistance Percentage (FMAP). The best way to help your state
is to co-sponsor and support H.R. 816, the King-Brown State Fiscal Relief Act. Connecticut’s share of this
bipartisan proposal bill will bring in approximately $71 million so that we can provide urgently needed
health care services for low-income children, seniors, and people with disabilities.

Sincerely,

Gretchen Vivier,Director
Healtch Care for All Coalition
On behalf of:

Connecticut Citizen Action Group
Tom Swan, Executive Director
139 Vanderbilt Ave.

West Hartford, CT 06110

AFSCME Council 4, AFL-CIO
Sal Lucian, Executive Director
444 East Main St.

New Britain, CT 06051

CFEPE, AFT Local 3837

Renae Reese, 1st Vice President
270 Far,ington Avenue, Suite 110
Farmington, CT 06032

676-8444 x12

CT Citizens Coalition for Nursing Home Reform
Steven Kiipatrick

Bridgeport Office - CT Legal Services

211 State Street

Bridgeport, CT 06604

203-336-3851

Jewish Association for Community Living
Denis Geary, Executive Director

900 Asylum Avenue

Hartford, CT 06105

278-1100, x238

SARAH Tuxis Residential & Community Resources, Inc.
Terry Macy, Ph.D. Executive Director
45 Boston St., Guilford, Ct. 06437
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The Arc of Southington, Inc.

Gail S. Ford, Executive Director
201 West Main Street

Plantsville, CT 06479
860-628-9220 fax 860-621-2546

NERS, inc

Jan Ritchie, Executive Director
79 Mill Street

Middletown, CT

National Council of Jewish Women
Judy Singer, CT Public Affairs Chairwoman
Representing 1000 members in Connecticut

Perception Programs, Inc.
Deborah Walsh, Executive Director
1003 Main Street

Willimantic, CT 06226

Community Residences Inc.

Paul Rosin

732 West Street, Southington, Ct. 06489
(860) 621-7600

Center for Social Research, U. Hartford
Timothy Black
West Hartford, CT 06117

Eastern Regional Mental Health Board
Robert E. Davidson, Ph.D.

Executive Director

401 West Thames Street

Campbell Building 105

Norwich, CT 06360

(860) 886-0030

Viewpoint Recovery Program
Mark Wilson, Director

104 Richmond Hill Avenue
Stamford, CT. 06902

CT AIDS Education and Training Center
Yale School of Nursing

Laurie Sylla, Director

100 Church St South

New Haven, CT 06512

National Alliance for the Mentally Ili--Connecticut
Marilyn Ricci, President

30 Jordan Lane

Wethersfield, CT 06109

860-882-0236

Collaborative Center for Justice
Sister Suzanne Brazauskas
40 Clifford Street
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Hartford, CT 06106

Penobscot Place of Reliance House, Inc.
Gary Hotham

40 Broadway

Norwich, CT 06360

Advocacy Unlimited
Leslie Kotke

300 Russell Road
Weathersfieid, Ct. 06109

Advanced Strategies to Healthcare Access (ASHA)
formerly Student Health OUTreach, Inc.

irene Jay Liu, Executive Director, Cofounder

178 Temple Street, Unit 2

New Haven, CT 06510

203.777.9540

Rev. David Nelson

Retired Unitarian Universalist minister.
Fort Griswold La.

Mansfield Center, CT. 06250

New Haven Legal Assistance Association, Inc.
Patricia Kaplan or Sheldon Toubman
426 State Street New Haven, CT 06510

VNA Community Healthcare
Susan Faris, R.N. M.P.H.
President & C.E.O.

753 Guilford, CT 06437

Connecticut Food Bank
Nancy Carrigan
150 Bradley St
East Haven, Ct 06512
150 Bradley St

Daniel J. Abrahamson, Ph.D.

Director of Professional Affairs
Connecticut Psychological Association
342 North Main Street

West Hartford, CT 06117-2507

(860) 586-7522

Ed Davies

Executive Director

Isaiah 61:1 Incorporated
P.O. Box 1399

Bridgeport, CT 06601-1399
203-368-6116

Shawn M. Lang

Assistant Director

CT AIDS Residence Coalition
phone: 860.231.8212
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Nolan Langweil

Director of Research

New England Health Care Employees Union - District 1199
77 Huyshope

Hartford, CT 06106

860-251-6024

ACORN
Jeff Ordower
(203) 333-2676 ext.22

Connecticut Legal Services
Steven D. Eppler-Epstein
Deputy Director

62 Washington St.
Middietown, CT 06457

Virginia Fulton, Executive Director
Windham Area Interfaith Ministry (WAIM)
PO Box 221, Willimantic CT 06226

Coalition to End Child Poverty in Connecticut
Joelle Fishman

17 Hobart St

New Haven CT 06511

(203) 624-4254

CT Alliance for Basic Human Needs
Deborah Noble

80 Jefferson St.

Hartford, CT 06106
DNoble @ LARCC.org
860-278-5688 x. 12

Legal Assistance Resource Center of CT
Jane McNichol

80 Jefferson Street

Hartford, CT 06106-5050

860-278-5688 ext. 15
imcnichol@larcc.org

New England Medical Equipment Dealers Association
Karyn Estrella, Executive Director

Connecticut Council of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry
Julian Ferhoit, President.
303 Whitney Ave NH 06511

The CT CALL TO ACTION
Naomi E. Shaiken, Pres.
200 Fountain St., #310
New Haven, CT 06515
[203] 397-7672
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Connecticut Legal Rights Project
Jan Van Tassel

Edward Mattison

Executive Director

South Central Behavioral Health Network
(203) 498-4160

The CT Conference of United Church of Christ
Kim Harrison

CT Council of Family Service Agencies
Peter S. DeBiasi, President/ CEO
1310 Silas Deane Highway
Wethersfield, CT 06109

Phone: 860-571-0093, ext. 11

Fax: 860-571-0118

Email: pdebiasi@ctfsa.org

Unitarian Society of Hfd - Social Responsibility
Joan Kemble

Marcia Bok, Ph.D., ACSW

President

National Association of Social Workers, CT Chapter
2139 Silas Deane Highway, Suite 205

Rocky Hill, CT 06067

Deidra lerardi

Board of Education
130 Hazeimere Rd.
New Britain, CT 06053

Connecticut State Employees Association Council 400 Retirees
Marilyn Tyszka

Attorney Susan Johnson
120 Bolivia Street
Willimantic, CT 06226
860-423-2085

CT Council on Developmental Disabilities
Margaret Cohan, Chair,

The Social Justice Committee of the Unitarian Universalist Society: East
Brian Heath, Co-chair

153 W. Vernon St., Manchester, 06040

860.742.9311

Arc of Connecticut (formerly the Association for Retarded Citizens)
Margaret Dignoti, Executive Director

1030 New Britain Avenue

Suite 102

West Hartford, CT 06110

860-953-8335
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