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May 19, 2003
Dear Members of Congress:

We, the undersigned, are organizations committed to ensuring that older Americans
and Americans with disabilities under age 65 have access to good, affordable health
care including prescription drugs. We have assisted millions of men and women with
Medicare get the health care they need and heard their stories about care they need but
cannot afford, particularly prescription drugs. From this experience, we have learned
that a meaningful prescription drug benefit must offer the security of traditional
Medicare.

A meaningful drug benefit must be:

e Accessible: Like Medicare Part B benefits, while voluntary, the prescription
drug benefit should be automatic, so that people in need are not administratively
denied participation.

e [Equitable: All working Americans pay into Medicare and all eligible
Americans should get the same Medicare benefits, including prescription drugs,
at the same cost, regardless of income, where they live, or their health condition.

e Secure and reliable: Everyone with Medicare who needs drug coverage should
get it and be able to count on a reliable benefit from one year to the next.

A low-income benefit will leave millions of older and disabled Americans without
coverage for their prescription drugs. Middle-income Americans with high drug costs
who are not eligible will be forced to forego their medications or pushed into poverty.
Many will suffer, and some will die unnecessarily. Data show that millions of low-
income Americans will go without coverage because of the hurdles inherent to the
application process. Low-income assistance programs enroll less than two-thirds of
eligible individuals, usually administratively disqualifying those in most extreme need.
A catastrophic cap on drug spending will not protect people’s financial security: a
$4,000 out-of-pocket cap helps 1 in 20 people with Medicare.

A private market benefit will not cover the large majority of people with Medicare;
only 11 percent of the Medicare population has chosen Medicare private plans, either
because they are unavailable, unreliable and/or unaffordable. Many of those able to join
private plans to get drug coverage will be forced to give up their trusted doctors in
exchange for some drug coverage. Moreover, “drug-only” insurance policies are neither
cost-effective because of high operational costs, nor commercially viable because older
and disabled people with Medicare are viewed by industry as bad insurance risks.

We encourage you to pass legislation designed to ensure that everyone with
Medicare gets the medications that their doctors prescribe.

Sincerely,

4 s

Robert M. Hayes



On behalf of the following organizations:

Action Alliance of Senior Citizens of Greater
Philadelphia

Adult Well-Being Services, Detroit, MI

Advancing Independence: Modernizing Medicare and
Medicaid

AIDS Action

American Association of People with Disabilities

American Federation of State, County and Municipal
Employees (AFSCME)

American Federation of Teachers Program on
Retirement and Retirees

Association of Jewish Aging Services of North America

Brooklyn-Wide Interagency Council of the Aging

BWICA Educational Fund, Inc.

California Health Advocates

Care Connections, Boyce, VA

Center for Aging Policy

Center for Health Care Rights

Center for Independence of the Disabled, NY

Center for Medicare Advocacy, Inc.

Center to Advance Palliative Care

Central Coast Commission for Senior Citizens, Area

Agency on Aging, Santa Maria, CA

Central Indiana's Area Agency on Aging

Central Maine Area Agency on Aging

Church Women United

Citizen Action of Illinois

Citizen Action of New York

Citizen Advocacy Center

COVE: Community of Vermont Elders

Council of Citizens with Low Vision International

Disabled in Action of Metropolitan New York

Doctors for Global Health

Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies, Inc.

Gay Men's Health Crisis

Goddard Riverside Community Center

Gray Panthers

Health SET of Denver, CO

Hummingbird Music Camp, Albuquerque, NM

Towa Citizen Action Network

Long Island Health Access Monitoring Project

Manhattan Borough-Wide Inter-Agency Council on
Aging, Inc.

Maryland Patient Advocacy Group

Massachusetts Senior Action Council

Medicare Advocacy Project, Greater Boston Legal
Services, on behalf of its clients

Metro New York Health Care for All Campaign

Minnesota Senior Federation Metropolitan Region

NARCOG Area Agency on Aging, North Central
Alabama -- Cullman, Lawrence and Morgan

National Committee to Preserve Social Security and
Medicare
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National Council of Jewish Women

National Council for Community Behavioral Healthcare

National Mental Health Association

National Senior Citizens Law Center

NETWORK: A National Catholic Social Justice Lobby

New Hampshire State Committee on Aging

New Jersey Citizen Action

New York Citizens' Committee on Aging

New York Network for Action on Medicare and Social
Security

New York StateWide Senior Action Council

New Yorkers for Accessible Health Coverage

Ocean State Action

Older Women’s League

Opportunity Resources, Inc.

Oregon Action

Park Meadows Apartments for the elderly

Pathfinder Senior Care Consulting

Pennsylvania Alliance of Retired Americans

Pennsylvania Society for the Advancement of the Deaf

Portland OWL Chapter

Pro Seniors Health Care Consumer Rights Project

Public Citizen

Rockland County Council for Senior Citizens, Inc.

Rockland County Senior Health Care Coalition, NY

Samuel Sadin Institute on Law of the Brookdale Center
on Aging of Hunter College

Selfhelp Community Services, Inc., New York, NY

Sentor Citizens Law Office, Albuquerque, New Mexico

Senior Journal.com, San Antonio, TX

Southern Tier Independence Center in Binghamton

Tennessee Justice Center

The Hertzberg Palliative Care Institute Mount Sinai
School of Medicine NYC

The National Association of Retired & Veteran Railway
Employees, Inc. (NARVRE)

Thomas Square Apartments for the elderly

Union of American Hebrew Congregations

UNITE AFL-CIO Pennsylvania Retirees Council

United Church of Christ Justice and Witness Ministries

United Senior Action of Indiana

USAction

Vermont Legal Aid Medicare Advocacy

Vermont Senior Citizens Law Project

Virginia Insurance Counseling and Assistance Program

WIN Senior Action Coalition

YWCA East County Senior Services

On behalf of the following individuals:

Melanie Abbott, Hamden, CT

Fran Alexander, Pomona, NY

Carolyn Altman, CSW, SAGE, New York, NY
Georgann Ames, MSSW, CISW, Madison, WI
L. Sue Andersen, Health Benefits ABCs



Necia H. Apfel

Laurie R. Bannen, Waterville, ME

Gisela O. Barker, Ashland, VA

Shirley Marlene Barnes, Memphis, TN

Martha Bauman, Keene, NH

Phyllis & George Baumann, Brewster, NY

Daneen Baxter, Kalamazoo, MI

Rebecca Bennett, Staten Island, NY

Jack F. Berkowitz, Goshen, NY

Ned Berlin, Alexandria, LA

Barbara and Robert Bernier, Rochester, WA

William W. Berry, Attorney, Buffalo, NY

Sophia M. Bicoy, San Antonio, TX

Sharon A. Bisigni, Ormond Beach, FL

Terry Lee Boarman

Meyer Braiterman, Brooklyn, NY

Karen Brown, Lansdale, PA

Martina Brunner, Thornwood, NY

Michelle and Miriam Bush, Pembroke, GA

Irene Card, MIC Insurance Services, Kinnelon, NJ

John J.Carr, Laconia, NH

Jean Carter, York, SC

Ellen Cecil and Bob Cecil, Garland, TX

Kenny Chao, Houston, TX

Gary Clover, Marlton, NJ

Rob Connor, Fayetteville, NY

Leonard Cooper and Erlyne Cooper, Aurora, CO

Maureen Couvopoulo, Medford, NY

Barbara Cox, CA

James Cox, Mountain View, CA

Phillip T. Cox, Paso Robles, CA

Jane T. Crispell, Poughkeepsie, NY

Susan G. Cronin, Coordinator, SHIP/CAMM Program,

Westminster, MD

C.L. Rickard Crowley, TX

Dionisio Cruz, CSW, New York, NY

Sally Curran, Manchester, ME

Marion Phyllis Cunningham, RN, EdD

Don Dawson, San Jose, CA

Anne DeMarte, Livingston County Office for the Aging,
HIICAP Coordinator

Harold DeVos, Amery, WI

Mary A. Dolansky, RN, PhD, Building Academic
Geriatric Capacity, Case Western Reserve, OH

Michael Doran, CSW, New York, NY

Roberta S. Dostal, St. Louis, MO

Carol Dubour, Athol, MA

Betty L. Dudley, Scottsdale, AZ

Elizabeth J. Dunlap, East Moriches, NY

Barbara Duffy, Mount Prospect, 1L

Shirley Ehrlickman, New York, N.Y, JPAC, Statewide
Council, Congress of Senior Citizens of
Greater N.Y. and NY Metro Health Care

Hannah and Ben Eilbott, Hewlett, NY

Geri Eisner, SOS For Seniors, Mastic, NY
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Joyce Epstein, New York, NY

Bertie Evans, RN, Community Case Manager, Leoti, KS

Duane J. Etienne, President, CEQ, Central Indiana's
Area Agency on Aging

Mary Ewing, Access to Independence of Cortland
County

Linda Fagan

Catherine Faris

Grace and Charles Fassbinder

Donna Sutton Fay, Vermont State Health Care
Ombudsman

Reva Felder, LCSW, ACSW, CMC, Glenview, IL

Carol Ferenchak R.N., M.S., Marin County, CA

Charles V. Fink, Midlothian, VA

Erin Fisher, Stamford, CT

Nadine Fisher and Ronald Fisher, Fort Worth, TX

Theresa Fleming

Flo Francis, Kilgore, TX

Susan M. Fuhrman, Piney Point, MD

Isabelle Gerbin

Dorothy M. Gile, Reading, MA

John Glasel, Secretary, Health Care for A1/NJ

James and Patricia Grossen

Richard and Patricia Hallstrom, Methuen MA

James Halper MD, Attending Psychiatrist Lenox Hill
Hospital, Clinical Associate Professor of Psychiatry,
NYU School of Medicine

Margaret M. Haltigan, New York, NY

Richard Hammarstrom, Kaysville, UT

Deborah Hannigan, Florence, KY

A. Hastings, Orange, MA

Cynthia Hardwick, Fremont, CA

Andrew Hawley, Waltham, MA

Cecile T. & Raymond B. Helie, Plainfield, CT

Morris Henken, Boca Raton, FL

Kimberly Hensel, Prescott Valley, AZ

Gladys M. Herzog, Alhambra, IL

Paula and Blaine Hill, Harriman, NY

Elizabeth Hinger, Oaklyn, N.J.

Harold W. Hirschlag, Fort Lee, NJ

Jan C. Hugo

Marcia M. Ingerman, Winter Springs, FL

Michael Jack, Alexandria, VA

Beverly Jackson, Spring Valley, NY

Lorraine Jalbert, RN, BSN, Middletown, CT

David L. Janovy, Ph. D., Mankato, MN

Linda L. James, Bozrah, CT

Phillip R. James and Nancy E. James, Depoe Bay, OR

Dick Johnson, Jamestown, NY

Bethany Jones, Oakland, CA

Linda Jones, New York, NY

Donna Kass

Audrey Katz, Delray Beach, FL.

Madeline Katz, Monroe Twp, NJ

Susan Katz, Chicago, IL



Constance Kelly, Montachusett Home Care Corporation,
Leominster, MA

Barbara S. Knowles, Tallahassee, FLL

Gary Kodasett, Oklahoma City, OK

Kathryn Kreamer, LSW, BSW, MA

Barbara Kreml, Chicago, IL.

Frank P. Kromer, Ridgefield, CT

Julie Lambert, Fort Worth, TX

Paul and Judith Letourneau, Rockford, IL

Morris Levine, New York, NY

Lola B. Lewis and Vernon D. Lewis, Granbury, TX

Pearl Lewis, Columbia, MD

Jesse and Nancy Logan, Buda, TX

Beverly Luther, OH

Robert O. Lyon, Olney, MD

George and Carol Mehaffey, Gahanna, OH

Robert Maloney, Palm Coast, FL.

Ethel Malvik, New York, NY

Sheila Martin, Leominster, MA

Trenton Dale Masterson and Myrna Joy Masterson,
Cheshire, CT

Duane A. Matcha, Ph.D., Loudonville, NY

Wanda Mathews, Fort Worth, TX

Duane McCune, Placerville, CA

David N. McKinney, Black Mountain, NC

Louise McKown, Oak Ridge, TN

Daisy Mckoy, Bronx, NY

Kathy McMullen, Belle Harbor, NY

Diane E. Meier, MD, New York, NY

Betty Meisler, Valley Cottage, NY

Shirley Milord, Pomona, NY

Henrie Moise, Northwestern Institute of Learning in
Retirement, Evanston, IL

Connie Montover, RN, Primary Health Center,
Marshalltown, 1A

Jessie Moore, Hopewell, VA

Geraldine Morrison, Center Conway, NH

Margaret Murray, Waterloo, NY

M. J. Nolde, Shaftsbury, VT

Christopher Oates, CSW, New York, NY

Charles W Olive & Anne C Olive of Falmouth MA

Jan Omundson, Health Insurance Counselor

Roscoe E. Parker, Jr., Black Mountain, NC

Yvonne M. Parnes R.N., Batavia, OH

Charlotte Pieples, Council on Aging of Southwestern
Ohio

Paula Pierce,Austin, TX

William J. Preston, Hammond, IN

James Price, San Antonio, TX

Darlene Racz, Warren, MI

David Z. Richards, Sr., Danville, PA

Daniel M. Riess, Chicago, IL

Eleonore Rios, CSW, New York, NY

Louse Rosenblum

Joel Roskin, Wilton Manors, FLL
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John M. Rowe, Raymond, NH

Norma Rowe and Ray Rowe

Florence Rush, New York, NY

Sandra E. Sabatka, CSW, Radiation Oncology Worker,
North Chili, NY

Gloria Samuels and Robert Samuels, Johnson City, TN

Wendy Schaitberger, LCSW, Greensboro, NC

Bernard Scheiman

Leonard D. Schiller, Reno, NV

Rochelle F. Schwartz, San Jose, CA

John Sciacchitano, Miller Place, NY

Kenneth Scott, Granada Hill, CA

Victoria A. Shanahan, Coordinator, Atlanta Senior

Medicare Patrol Project, Atlanta, GA

Robert W. Shaw, Bloomington, MN

Shari Shazri, Berkley, MI

Therese Shirkey, 1L

Debbie Shortt, Portage, MI

Linda Siegenthaler, Independent Health Consultant,
Silver Spring, MD

Bernice Silverman, New York, NY

Beverly Smith, St. Peters, MO

Don W. and Jacki Soderstrom, Albuquerque, NM

Cova Sparks

Jenny Staidl, Benefit Specialist for the Elderly

Kathleen A. Sullivan, Petersburg, VA

Dewey and Donna Talley, Grand Gateway, Big Cabin,
OK

Ann Taylor, Springtown, TX

Vivian Taylor, Holland, PA

Valerie Tedder, Port Charlotte, FL

Budalur Thyagarajan, Ph.D

Dena Triplett, Clinic Manager, Primary Health Center,
Marshalltown, 1A

Brenda Tucker, Southfield, MI

Ella Uerling, Fort Worth, TX

David E. Ulmer, Washington, DC

Salvador Vargas, Fort Worth, TX

Jeannette Vielhaber, Findlay, OH

Jim Vonderhaar, Salem, VA

Hunter and Lisa Walker, Urbanna, VA

Jackie Walker

Maureen Walsh, San Antonio, TX

Karen Ward, San Antonio, TX

Linda T. Watson, Liberty, NY

Wendy Watson, Ferndale, M1

John W. R. Webb, Louisville, KY

Eugene Wesley and Joanne Cleveland Curry, Sarasota,
FL

Mack White, Davidson, NC

Joe and Lois Woodring, Southampton, NJ

Margaret Woovis, Leominster, MA

Thea Zendell, R.N, Patient Advocate

Susan F. Zinn, San Antonio, TX



