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= American Academy of Family Physicians

2021 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Washington, DC 20036-1011

July 24, 2001

Dear Representative:

On behalf of the 93,100 members of the American Acadcmy of Family Physicians, 1
ask you to vote for HR. 2563, The Bipartisan Patient Protection Act, introduced by
Reps. Greg Gauske (R-TA), John Dingell (D-M), Charlie Norwood (R-GA) and
Magon Berry (D-AR).

The Academy supports passage of the Bipartisan Patient Bill of Rights as it comes to
the Housc floor because it will finally guarantee patients basic protections such as a
prudent layperson standard when seeking emergency medical care, as well as the
banning of health plan restrictions on free communication between a physician and
their patient. The Academy’s members, family physicians from around the country,

have consistently urged Congress to allow physicians to act as their patients’ advocate.

Likewise, all patients deserve access to timely and appropriate medical care. Passage
of the Bipartisan Patient Protection Act will ensure these protections are consistently
provided throughout the country and apply even to self-insured health plans that
otherwise would not be subject to state oversight. :

The Academy also supports the liability provisions in H.R. 2563. When health plans
make benefit decisions or deny requests for needed medical care, they ought to be
responsible for the harm and suffering caused to our patients. Physicians remain
accountable for their clinical decision-making beforc state medical boards that
regulate the quality of medical care and through malpractice actions brought at the
state level. In the course of creating appropriate accountability for federally protected
ERISA health plans, there is no rcason to creatc the threat of increased physician
liability at the federal level. H.R. 2563 ensures that ireating physician could not be
named in federal suits.

Please pass a strong patients’ bill of rights this session.
Sincerely,

Bruce Bagley, M D.
Chair, Board of Directors

mD

Page 881

President
Richard Ruberta, MD), JD
Muadison, Wiscunsin

President-elect
Wirren A. Jones, MD
{Uniformed Services)
Potomac, Maryland

Board Chair
Bruce Bapley, MI)
Atbany, New York

Speaker
Michacl Fleming, MD
Shreveport, Louisiana

Vice Speaker
Ciuolyn C. Lopez, MD
Chicagn, Illinots

Executive Vice Presicent
Douglas L. ticrley, MD
Leawoaod, Kansas
Diractary

Ross Tt Black II, MD
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio

Jammes C. Martin, MD

-San Antonio, Texas

Jerry P. llogers, MD
Maorhead, Minngsola

Kuzla L. Birkholz, MD
Glendale, Arizona

Ruyton Dibble, MDD
Kingston, New Hampshive
Daniel ). Van Durme, M)
Tampa, Florida

Nancy Wilson Ashbach, MD
Lauelund, Cotorado
Mary L, Frank, MD
Rohnert Park. California
Richard A. Wherry, MD
Dahlonega, Georgia

Jennlfer R, Aloff, MD
(Resident Member)
Midland, Michigan

Andrew C, Mills
(Student Member)
Tulsa, Oklahoma

(888) 794-7481
(202) 232-9033
Fax: (202) 232-9044

E-rail; capitol®@aafp.org

hito:/ /www.aafp.ore



