Advocates for Ohioans with Disabilities

July 24, 2001

COMMENTS ON THE GANSKE-DINGELL-NORWOOD PATIENT PROTECTION
' ACT--HR526

Please support passage of the Ganske-Dingell-Norwood Patient Protection Act - HR 526
or the Senate McCain-Edwards-Kennedy Act and oppose any attempts to amend or
replace the bill with weaker legislation. Both of these bills contain the following priorities:
-Access to specialists for persons with chronic and complex illnesses, including
standing referrals and a point of service option
-Access to an external/impartial treatment review process
-Access to needed medical advice, treatments and therapies, including experimental
treatments, and a prohibition on financial incentives as a means of restricting care
-Reasonable, consistent cost-sharing and caps for medically necessary non-
formulary drugs
-The right to continuity of care in cases of coverage or provider changes

Other bills do not include these priorities and may establish association health plans and
medical savings accounts, which are harmful to those with disabilities or chronic illnesses.
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