THE VOICE OF SURVIVO

July 12, 2001 CANCER
ALLIANCE

The Honorable John D. Dingell
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Dingell:

The Colon Cancer Alliance (CCA), the “Voice of Colorectal Cancer Survivors”, applauds
your efforts with the Bipartisan Patient Protection Act of 2001. This legislation
embodies many of the important patient protections that CCA feel are its legislative
priorities.

The Colon Cancer Alliance is a national nonprofit organization made up of colon and rectal
cancer survivors, caregivers and people with a genetic predisposition to colorectal cancer
(CRC), the second-leading cause of cancer deaths in this country. CCA is committed to
ending the suffering caused by cancers of the colon, rectum, appendix and anus. CCA
brings the “voice of survivors” to battle colorectal cancer through patient support,
education, research and advocacy.

The Colon Cancer Alliance supports reform of the Public Health Service Act and the
Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974. By providing patients improved
access to specialists, clinical trials, non-formulary prescriptions, continuity of care, speedy
external review of insurers' decisions, and by giving patients the right to seek redress in
the courts, passage of a bill similar to S.1052/H.R.526 would significantly improve the
plight of insured colorectal cancer survivors. The Colon Cancer Alliance encourages
members of Congress to work together to pass this needed legislation.

Sincerely,
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Kevin T. Lewis
Chairman
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