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THE LEAGULE _
OF WOMEN VOTERS”

OF THE UNITED STATES

March 27, 2001

The Honorable John D. Dingell
President United States House of Representatives
Carolyn Jefferson-Jenkins, Ph.D. 2328 Rayburn House Office Building
Colorado Springs, Colorado Washington D.C. 20515
Vice-Presidents
Margaret R. Brown Dear Representative Dingell:
Laramie, Wyoming
M. Faye Harned Sinnott On behalf of the League of Women Voters of the United States, [ am writing to endorse
Barrington. lllinois H.R. 526, the Bipartisan Patient Protection Act of 2001. For the past four years, the
P , League of Women Voters has urged Congress to pass strong bipartisan patient protection
ecrelary-1reasurer . . . . . . .
Shirtey Eberly legislation and we commend you for introducing legislation that will address some of the
Rochester, New York most serious problems in managed care today.
Directors _ . . C
r Marie'g;’(:; The League believes that strong patient protection legislation must:

Albuquerque, New Mexico

Mary Ann Burtt ® guarantee access to necessary care, allowing seriously ill persons or those with chronic
vlary Ann bur .. . . . . . . . .
Walterboro, South Carolina conditions the right to get continued access to specialists without permission each time

from managed care gatekeepers;
Rosetta M. Davis

Nashville, Tennessce . . R
* establish the right to emergency room care using the “reasonably prudent person”

Janis R. Hirohama standard;
Manhattan Beach. California
Shelia Martin * provide patients with an independent appeals process that will resolve grievances in a
Boston. Massachusetts time]y manner;

Linda Claire McDaniel _ .
" aSL Ld;l‘:: Qisigfﬁi ¢ hold health plans legally accountable if they harm a patient.

Joan K. Paik
Clarksvitle. Maryland

In 1993, after a three-year study of the health care system, the League of Women Voters
concluded that universal access to quality health care for all U.S. residents and stringent

Eieanor Revelle cost containment for health care outlays is essential. While we believe that managed care
Feanston-fllnois s an integral part of the health care equation, we are concerned that the emphasis many
Carol Woodward Scott managed care plans have placed on cost control has come at the expense of providing a
Oklahoma City. Oklahoma basic level of quality care to patients. Since the proportion of employees enrolled in
Rosie Stephens managed care plans has risen frqm 27 percent in 1988 to 91 percent in 1999, this is a
Lake Oswego. Oregon problem that affects many Americans.

Olivia L. Thorne
Wallingford, Pennsylvania

The League of Women Voters appreciates your ongoing leadership on this critical issue
and we look forward to working with you to pass a real patients’ bill of rights.
Executive Director ’

Naney E. Tate Sipcerely yours,

Carolyn J
President

~J€nkins, Ph.D.
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