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July 23,2001

The Honorable Greg Ganske

United States House of Representatives
1108 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Ganske:

On behalf of the Oncology Nursing Society (ONS) - the largest professional
oncology group in the United States composed of more than 29,000 nurses and
other health professionals dedicated to improving the care of oncology patients
and oncology health services - we are writing to voice our support for the
“Bipartisan Patient Protection Act” (HR 526), sponsored by you and
Representatives Dingell and Norwood. The Society has long-standing policy
supporting legislative and regulatory measures that work to improve access to
quality care for people with cancer. ONS believes your legislation takes
important steps to ensure that all patients have access to the quality care they
need and deserve.

As oncology nurses, every day we see the pain and suffering caused by cancer
and we know all too well the physical, emotional, and financial challenges that
people with cancer face throughout their diagnosis and treatment.
Unfortunately, too many times people with cancer also face the challenge of a
health care plan and a health care system that adds additional pressures and
frustrations on top of an already strained situation. Your “Bipartisan Patient
Protection Act” includes numerous important provisions to help assure that
people with cancer can get ready access to much-needed care. Specifically, we
believe your legislation is the only “Patients’ Bill of Rights” in the House that
fully meets the needs of people with cancer, as it provides people with cancer:

e Coverage for the routine patient care costs associated with the full range
of clinical trials, including FDA trials;

* Access to specialists;

e Continuity of care; even if their providers leave their health plan or if their
health plan coverage changes;



o Standing referrals to specialists for the care they need throughout
treatment;

o The option of having a specialists serve as their primary care provider
during the course of treatment; and

» A strong, independent grievance and appeals process.

Again, thank you for working to advance comprehensive and meaningful patient
protection legislation that establishes a federal floor of protection for all
Americans with health insurance. Please know that ONS stands ready to work
with you and your colleagues to advance this important measure to help ensure
better access to cancer care for all Americans. Thank you for your leadership on
this important public health issue.

Sincerely,

Paula Trahan Rieger, RN, MSN, AOCN, CS, ANP, FAAN
President
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Pearl Moore, RN, MN, FAAN
Chief Executive Officer

cc:  The Honorable John Dingell
The Honorable Charlie Norwood
The Honorable Marion Berry



