PHYSICIANS CARING FOR TEXANS

Association

June 19, 2001

The Honorable John Dingell

U.S. House of Representatives

2328 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Dingell:

On behalf of the 37,000 physician and medical student members of the Texas Medical
Association, we wish to thank you for your leadership in introducing H.R. 526, the
Bipartisan Patients Protection Act of 2001 (Patients’ Bill of Rights).

As you know, Texas has had many of the patient protections provided in this Bill of Rights
since 1995. Others, like the accountability provisions, have been in place since 1997.
Actuarial estimates show that industry objections are overblown. In effect, insurance
premium increases have been consistent with, and in some cases lower than premium

increases in states with substantially weaker patients’ rights laws.

We very much appreciate your efforts and share your strong support for a meaningful Bill.
Please call upon us for ideas, information and support in the coming months.

Sincerely,
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Tom B. Hancher, MD
President

LIG:mjd

TEXAS MEDICAL ASSQCIATION 401 WEST 15TH STREET  AUSTIN, TEXAS 78701-1880 (512) 370-1300  FAX (512) 3701 830 WWW.TEXMED.ORG



