NATIONAL BRUAST CANCI COALITION

« W Rrussrodts advecacy effurt .

April 30, 1998
The Honorable Tom Daschic

U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Dagchle:

On behalf of the National Breast Cancer Coalition (NBCC), I appland Sens. Daschle and Kennedy
and Reps. (Giephardt and Dingell and the additional Congressional supporters of the “Patients’ Bill of
Rights Act of 1998. The NBCC is cammitted to working to ensure access to effective, quality health
care for all Americans, We support this legistation which is an important step toward that goal.

The health care system in the U.S. is changing rapidly. NBCC believes it is vital thar those
changes do not come at the expense of quality care for consumers, While there have been cxcesses in the
fce-for-service systern, the growth of mannged cave and the drive to decrease costs also have led to abuses,

The NBCC believes that patients have fundamental rights, including: the right to receive accurate
information about their healths plans; access to the right providers; involvement in {reatment decisions
that are based on good scicnce: confidentiality of their health information; protection from genetic
discrimination; and coverage for routine health care costs agsociated with participation in clinical trials.

One of tho NBCC’s most pressing concerns is that managod carg pluns are increasingly refusing
reimbursement for routine paticnt costs when breast cancer patients participate in approved clinical trials.

clinical trial participation. We are particularly pleased thar the “Patients’ Bill of Rights Act of 1998.” will
provide coverage for the routine patient costs incurred during approved clinical trial participation.

We applaud your leadership to ensurc that congumer rights arc {innly ostablished into law. We
look forward to continuing to work together.

Sincercly,

3/\04/1 u«'-’fw

rances M. Visco
President
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