
 

January	  26,	  2015	  
	  
Dear	  Representative:	  
	  
On	   behalf	   of	   Americans	   for	   Tax	   Reform	   (ATR)	   and	   millions	   of	   taxpayers	  
nationwide,	   I	   urge	   you	   to	   pass	   H.R.	   351,	   the	   LNG	   Permitting	   Certainty	   and	  
Transparency	  Act.	  The	  LNG	  Permitting	  Certainty	  and	  Transparency	  Act	  would	  
expedite	   the	   permitting	   process	   for	   applications	   to	   export	   liquefied	   natural	  
gas	  to	  countries	  the	  U.S.	  does	  not	  currently	  have	  free	  trade	  agreements	  with.	  	  
	  
This	  process,	  which	   currently	   takes	  up	   to	   six	  months	   for	   the	  Department	  of	  
Energy	   (DOE)	   to	   complete,	   creates	   uncertainty	   for	   exporters	   as	   well	   as	  
America’s	   allies.	  Under	   the	  LNG	  Permitting	  Certainty	   and	  Transparency	  Act,	  
the	  process	  would	  be	  accelerated	  to	  an	  enforceable	  deadline	  of	  45	  days	  after	  
the	   Federal	   Energy	   Regulatory	   Commission	   (FERC)	   publishes	   the	  
environmental	  review	  document	  for	  the	  project.	  	  
	  
H.R.	  351	  is	  necessary	  because	  DOE	  has	  yet	  to	  issue	  a	  decision	  on	  a	  majority	  of	  
LNG	  applications	   to	   export.	  DOE’s	   indolence	   is	  particularly	   frustrating	  given	  
that	  the	  department	  found	  that	  under	  all	  scenarios,	  “the	  U.S.	  was	  projected	  to	  
gain	   net	   economic	   benefits	   from	   allowing	   LNG	   exports.”	   Ultimately	   DOE	  
concluded	   that	   the	   “net	   result	   [of	   LNG	   exports]	   is	   an	   increase	   in	   U.S.	  
households’	  real	  income	  and	  welfare.”	  	  
	  
LNG	   exports,	   which	   are	   the	   aim	   of	   this	   legislation,	   would	   bolster	   US	  
production	   of	   natural	   gas	   and	   create	   hundreds	   of	   thousands	   of	   jobs	   for	  
Americans.	  Specifically,	  substantial	  LNG	  exports	  could	  create	  450,000	  net	  jobs	  
by	  2035,	  according	  to	  a	  study	  by	  ICF	  International.	  	  
	  
The	   LNG	   Permitting	   Certainty	   and	   Transparency	   Act	   is	   vital	   to	   increase	  
American	   natural	   gas	   production,	   create	   thousands	   of	   jobs,	   and	   remove	  
anachronistic	  anti-‐trade	  policies.	  	  
	  
It	  is	  for	  these	  reasons	  that	  I	  urge	  you	  to	  support	  H.R.	  351,	  the	  LNG	  Permitting	  
Certainty	  and	  Transparency	  Act.	  

	  
	  	  

Sincerely,	  

	  
Grover	  Norquist	  
President	  

 


