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Thank you very much Chairman Bono Mack and members of the Committee for providing me the
opportunity to speak before you today. Manufacturing is a subject very near to my heart. | am the
fourth generation of my family, since 1918, to own and operate my business Atlas Tool & Die Works,
where | work as the Director of Development. | am also Vice President and co-owner of Abet Industries
as well as Accushim Inc. The businesses are located in Lyons and LaGrange, IL which are Chicago suburbs
in Rep. Dan Lipinski’s district. All three companies are my family’s related businesses in precision
manufacturing. Our companies make various parts and assemblies for the defense, aerospace, telecom,
electronics, medical, industrial, and heavy machinery industries. Together we employ around 80 people.
| also serve as the Chairman of the TMA Government Relations Committee and Vice- Chair of the
association. TMA represents nearly 1000 small and medium sized manufacturers in the Midwest who

employ over 27,000 skilled workers.

As an advocate of the critical importance of a healthy and growing manufacturing sector in any national
economy, | support passage of the American Manufacturing Competitiveness Act of 2012. One thing
that strikes me about this bill is that it makes no assumptions of the best path forward to ensure
America is the global manufacturing leader. That is important because there are so many diverse
opinions of what the manufacturing sector needs. Some people feel unfettered free trade is a problem,
others say tax policy, others say energy policy, and still others say the industry is strong and nothing is
needed. With these varying opinions, all from purported experts, it’s very difficult to develop a path

forward.



Instead this bill creates a system to thoughtfully and methodically evaluate the issues surrounding the
industry and then outlines a framework to develop a plan for success. As a business owner, | know
planning is critical; Plan, Execute, Review. That is the basic core of any good business model.

Unfortunately, when an organization doesn’t operate with a plan, what occurs is a plan to fail.

Right now the United States is operating with a plan to fail in the world economy when it comes to
manufacturing. This is unacceptable for a global superpower. We simply must be the world leader in
manufacturing. Why is the competitiveness of this sector so important? First manufacturing is a
keystone industry in any economy. Most economists agree that for every sales dollar in manufacturing
there are $2-3 dollars of supporting activities required. This is the highest multiplier effect of any
industry. In addition, manufacturing creates good jobs that value skills, jobs with healthy benefits and
also jobs where you can find a lifelong career. Manufacturing is critical to national defense as well as
product innovation. Finally, manufacturing is one of the fastest growing sectors of the world economy.
It requires capital investments in land and equipment, it requires many factors of production, and in

short is simply one of the fastest ways to jump-start employment, investment, and innovation.

Many other countries realize these facts. They are constantly and actively working to court
manufacturers to locate within their borders. We live in a world with many competitors and they look at
our position with envy. They are working to surpass the United States in many areas and if we ignore

what they are doing and neglect to make our own plans | can assure you these competitors will succeed.

Countries such as China, Russia, Brazil, Canada, Germany, the UK, and others have a clear and detailed
national manufacturing strategy. They have decided what critical industries they want within their
borders and are actively working to foster success. They are asking the questions, “What can we do to
help you become more competitive? How can we help you sell more product and create more jobs?”

Whether its consideration of a VAT vs. an income tax, adding or removing tariffs and import barriers,



providing regulatory relief, requiring domestic production, creating low-cost loan and financing
programs, or even playing matchmaker between suppliers and customers, these countries are working

in a concentrated and organized effort towards success.

Furthermore, many of these countries already have developed best practices when it comes to
supporting their manufacturing sectors. The American Manufacturing Competitiveness Act will not only
bring the United States into line with our economic competitors but it will also compel us to study them

and learn from them. This type of benchmarking is a standard best practice management technique.

Ultimately the success of any industry depends on many factors. However, our collective will to ensure
and achieve success is probably the most important factor. The American Manufacturing
Competitiveness Act and ultimately the National Manufacturing Competitiveness Strategy developed in
section D of that act are important first steps to the long-term health and success of our overall
economy. | applaud Congressman Lipinski and Congressman Kinzinger for their leadership to develop
and sponsor this bill. | urge you all to pass this bill in committee and ultimately the full House. Thank you

for your time and consideration of this important legislation, and | look forward to your questions.



