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Danie) Slste, Prasident

July 20, 2012

The Honorable Michael Grinun
U.S. House of Representatives

512 Cannon House Office Building
Washingtor, DC 20515

. Dear Congressmaii Grinum;

On behalf of the Healthcare Association of New Youk State (HANYS), T write to
express support for H.R. 6118, the Taking Essential Steps [or Testing (TEST) Act,
HANYS appreciates your leadership of this effort to provide the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) with an additional degree of regulatory

flexibility in regard to its application of the Clinical Laboratory Improvement
Amendments (CLIA).

Clinical laboratories, including hospital laboratories, are required to conduct periodic
proliciency testing (PT) in compliance with CLIA, and face revocation of their CLIA
certificates by CMS if their PT samples are referred to other labs for analysis—a

prohibited practice. CMS applies this penalty regardless of whether the referral was
inadvertent.

The TEST Act would provide CMS with additional discretion to prevent laboratories
acting in good faith from being penalized by revocation of their CLIA certification
for unintentional referral of their PT samples. The bill would provide much-needed
flexibility 1o CMS to enable hospital and other labs to continue providing services to
patients,

HANYS is grateful for your continued support on this and other important issues
affecting New York’s hospitals and health systems and we look Forward to working .
with you in the future,

Sincerety,

Daniel Sisto
President
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