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Spizeaved by Sisiors of the Sorvowfid Moiher

July 19,2012

The Honorable Michael Grimm
US Representative

Via email transmiital

Attn; Jessiva Talbert

Dear Congressinan Grimm:

On behalf of Ministry 1lealth Care and Affinity Health System, thank you for sponsoring
the Taking Fssential Steps for Testing Act (The TEST Act: HR, 61 18).

The legislation is an excellenl step in addressing concerns of many hospitals across the
country, including all hospitals in the Ministry Health Care system, relative to the rare
occurrence of proficiency test relerrals (“P1 referral”) in hospital/clinical laboratories.

The current regulatory structure offers no Hexibility or interpretation of CMS if a non-
intentional PT referral occurs, Under the current structure, hospitals are subject to
significant financial and operational losses if a PT referral ocours. The legistation
balances the important need to prolect patient quality and safely in the event of such a
non-intentional PT referral {proficiency test samples are nol patient laboratory samples),

We appreciate your leadership and support. | am available at 414.359.3154 if you have
any questions,

.‘Sincefmly, /

e /2 ’I“/\K“\% ______
Reschudn
KarlaSAshenhnist

Governiment AEfairs Diroctor
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¢ Tom Crowley, President, Saint Flizabell:'s Medical Conter {Wabasha, MM





