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Room 2123 Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Fred Upton [chairman
of the subcommittee] presiding.

Members present: Representatives Upton, Olson, Barton,
Shimkus, Murphy, Latta, Harper, McKinley, Kinzinger, Griffith,
Johnson, Bucshon, Flores, Mullin, Hudson, Cramer, Walberg, Walden
(ex officio), Rush, McNerney, Peters, Green, Doyle, Castor,
Sarbanes, Welch, Tonko, Loebsack, Schrader, Kennedy,
Butterfield, and Pallone (ex officio).

Staff present: Mike Bloomquist, Deputy Staff Director; Elena
Brennan, Legislative Clerk, Energy/Environment; Karen Christian,
General Counsel; Jordan Davis, Director of Policy and External
Affairs; Wyatt Ellertson, Research Associate,
Energy/Environment; Adam Fromm, Director of Outreach and
Coalitions; Giulia Giannangeli, Legislative Clerk, Digital
Commerce and Consumer Protection/Communications and Technology;
Jay Gulshen, Legislative Clerk, Health; Tom Hassenboehler, Chief
Counsel, Energy/Environment; A.T. Johnston, Senior Policy
Advisor, Energy; Ben Lieberman, Senior Counsel, Energy; Mary
Martin, Deputy Chief Counsel, Energy & Environment; Katie
McKeough, Press Assistant; Carly McWilliams, Professional Staff
Member, Health; Brandon Mooney, Deputy Chief Energy Advisor; Mark
Ratner, Policy Coordinator; Annelise Rickert, Counsel, Energy;
Dan Schneider, Press Secretary; Sam Spector, Policy Coordinator,
Oversight and Investigations; Jason Stanek, Senior Counsel,

Energy; Madeline Vey, Policy Coordinator, Digital Commerce and
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The Chairman. Good morning, everybody.

This markup is going to include five Important energy
infrastructure-related bills dealing with hydropower, pipelines,
electric transmission, and grid security. Some of the bills have
been drafted with bipartisan input, while some are still a little
bit of a work in progress, and in large part we are picking up
where we left off on last year™s energy bill conference.

We have legislation introduced by Mr. Hudson and Ms. DeGette
to promote small conduct hydropower, a bill introduced by Mr.
Mullin promoting cross-border energy infrastructure, a bill
introduced by Mr. Flores promoting interagency coordination for
review of the natural gas pipelines, and a discussion draft
sponsored by Mrs. Cathy McMorris Rodgers to modernize the
licensing process for hydropower projects.

We are also taking up a new discussion draft that I am leading
to enhance state energy security planning and emergency
preparedness.

This bipartisan discussion draft builds upon the committee~s
impressive record of addressing energy security, emergency
preparedness, job creation, and infrastructure protection.

Through the FAST Act, which we passed i1n 2015, we made several
policy updates to reflect evolving cybersecurity threats to the
Nation®s energy and electricity systems, including greater DOE
authority to respond to emergencies. The Enhancing State Energy

Security Planning and Emergency Preparedness Act improves the
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energy emergency planning function established under a 1990
amendment to the Energy Policy and Conservation Act.

Privatizing and elevating energy security planning and
emergency preparedness 1s an important and timely step in the face
of 1Increased risks and interdependence of energy infrastructure
and end use systems.

So I look forward to continuing to work across the aisle as
we move forward in finalizing this important bill. Today"s
subcommittee markup i1s an important step forward as we try to
modernize our Nation"s infrastructure and breaking down barriers
to job growth and economic development.

The discussion draft, again, remains a work In progress. |
look forward to engaging with each member of the subcommittee and
full committee to further perfect the bills before it would get
to the floor, so that we can build momentum to get this thing done.

And with that, 1 yield to my friend, the ranking member of
the subcommittee, the gentleman from the Chicago Cubs World Series
champion state, Mr. Rush. Though he is probably a White Sox fan
because he has got --

Mr. Rush. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 1 enjoy -- as a
politician, I am a fan of the Sox and the Cubs.

Mr. Chairman, | want to thank you for having this markup.
But, Mr. Chairman, I want to alert the other side that we come
here, we come and we are negotiating on -- In good faith on some

of these bills. But there i1s hope on our side that for at least
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some of the bills that we will be marking up today that we will
come to an agreement.

Specifically, Mr. Chairman, many members of our side have
a strong desire to find common ground on hydropower licenses, and
committee staff on both sides have been meeting in good faith over
the past few weeks to try and reach common ground.

Unfortunately, i1t appears that at least two of the bills that
were noticed for today®"s markup promoting interagency
coordination for review of the Natural Gas Pipeline Act and the
Hydropower Policy Modernization Act of 2017 are vastly different
from the discussion drafts that have been part of the staff
negotiation.

In fact, Mr. Chairman, these two bills do not at all reflect
any of the changes that our side had asked for, but instead move
in the opposite direction and are even more problematic for our
side to accept. Additionally, while we need to hear from both
staff on some of the bills before us today, I would point out that
we never received a response from you, Mr. Chairman, on our request
for a hearing on the hydroelectric licensing modernization bill
with officials from the Departments of Interior, Commerce, and
Agriculture, whose purview will be greatly impacted by this bill,
along with states and tribes.

This is yet another instance where, once again, Mr. Chairman,
our side 1s left to wonder whether we will ever hear directly from

the administration on any bill or topic in our jurisdiction. 1In
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a word, Mr. Chairman, where i1s the Administrator of the EPA, and
where is the Secretary of Energy? Six months into the Trump
administration, and we haven®"t heard a murmur from any -- from
the administrator or from the secretary, and it is high time that
we hear something from those in the administration who have
responsibilities to this subcommittee and to the Congress.

Mr. Chairman, it Is my hope that we can get through today"s
markup, that we can go back to good faith negotiations, and find
common ground on some of these pieces of legislation without
either side going —-- going in our corner and go into our competing
and partisan roll calls.

With that, 1 yield back.

The Chairman. The gentleman yields back. The chair would
recognize the chair of the full committee, the gentleman from
Oregon, Mr. Walden.

Mr. Walden. 1 thank the gentleman for his leadership on
this, on these issues. And I know you have been hard at work,
heading us towards solutions that seek to modernize our Nation®s
energy infrastructure and improve our energy security. To date,
we have held more than 10 infrastructure-related hearings and
briefings, and just last week the House cleared 10 committee bills
to boost our energy infrastructure and iIncrease energy
efficiency.

This congress, we have examined the roadblocks to energy

infrastructure and barriers to the gas pipeline permitting
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process, cross-border energy infrastructure, and hydropower
facilities. Our previous work examining these issues has
informed the bills under consideration today. We have learned
that oftentimes dozens of agencies are involved In the permitting
process, so It is time that we address these i1ssues head on and
improve the federal licensing procedures and processes to ensure
that we get these projects to market sooner for consumers.

Doing this would create good-paying construction jobs and
capitalize on America®s growing energy potential. These bills
would strengthen the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission®™s role
as the lead agency for coordinating the necessary environmental
reviews and required permits, effectively streamlining the
approval process to cut down unnecessary delays and challenges.

I would also like to take note that hydropower is of
particular importance tome. In my own State of Oregon, more than
40 percent of our energy i1s produced from hydropower at relatively
low cost to consumers across the district. Recently, last
weekend, | toured the Dalles Dam in Wasco County -- half of it
is at least -- and saw Firsthand the technology and the generating
of clean hydropower for the Pacific Northwest. It is essential
as part of our power mix.

We have a great opportunity in this committee to help
increase the use of our Nation®s hydro resources to better utilize
this renewable energy source. The two bills before us today make

meaningful Improvements to the hydropower licensing process,
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modernizing our federal policies, and promoting this renewable
energy source to ensure consumers across the country receive
affordable and reliable electricity from hydropower, which, by
the way, emits no greenhouse gas emissions.

Pipeline and hydropower bills are not the only bills under
consideration today. New vulnerabilities and threats to our
Nation®s energy infrastructure, and changes in the ways we
generate, transmit, and deliver power continue to evolve. States
are now at the forefront of energy security and emergency
preparedness.

The Enhancing State Energy Security Planning and Emergency
Preparedness Act would reauthorize and help us to focus a DOE State
Energy Program to strengthen state"s capabilities to ensure our
energy infrastructure is protected against physical and
cybersecurity attacks.

Cumulatively, these bills represent a really important step
forward in our efforts to put consumers first while working to
enact reforms that build on our energy abundance, modernize our
energy infrastructure, grow our economy, and create good jobs.

So I thank my colleagues for their work on these bills, and
I look forward to continuing our bipartisan efforts as we move
toward full committee markup. And I yield back.

The Chairman. The gentleman yields back. The chair would
recognize the ranking member of the full committee, the gentleman

from New Jersey, Mr. Pallone, for 3 minutes.
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Mr. Pallone. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. When it comes to
energy policy, we have had a good working relationship. It has
been honest and constructive, even when our policy differences
have led us to go our separate ways.

But today, Mr. Chairman, | am deeply concerned over the
process that the majority has used for this markup. For the past
few weeks, our staff have been negotiating with yours in good faith
on hydroelectric license reform. We were encouraged by what we
saw as your willingness to move legislative language that was,
while not acceptable to my caucus, a very significant step closer
to reforms that could speed the licensing process without
sacrificing environmental protections or state and tribal rights.

Those negotiations seem to be moving forward in a productive
manner, and we were willing to allow your legislative draft from
the May 3 hearing move forward without amendment or recorded vote,
and we may still be willing to do that. However, the draft
released on Tuesday night not only failed to address any of the
concerns we raised, but actually went so far as to add new sections
taken directly from provisions of last year"s Senate energy bill
that we had explicitly rejected. And this does not bode well for
making this a bipartisan process.

The chairman also insisted on marking up legislation on state
energy security plans that our members first saw Tuesday night
and that has never been the subject of a legislative hearing or

member level discussion of any kind. And this Is not bad
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legislation, but we are marking it up today without any formal
feedback from members of this committee or stakeholders.

And then there is H.R. 2910, the natural gas pipeline permit
streamlining bill, which 1s a completely new and different bill
than the one that was discussed at our legislative hearing last
month. And it is clear from the text provided with the markup
notice dated June 14 that you had this language for almost a full
week before sharing i1t with us.

Now I guess I am really talking about regular order here for
the most part, Mr. Chairman. 1 know that you and the chairman
of the full committee always talk about regular order, but we have
to follow regular order, and that 1s not what was done today. We
want to work with you where we can, but that relationship, whether
we are collaborating on bills or contesting legislation on which
we disagree, requires a level of trust. And if we are to have
that trust and be productive, this is not the way we should be
doing business.

And 1 wanted to speak to the individual bills as they come
up, but 1 hope that today®s issues represent an aberration and
not a new and unfortunate way of doing business. Again, you know
I am a stickler for regular order, and that is really what 1 am
talking about here today, Mr. Chairman.

I yield back.

The Chairman. The gentleman yields back. Other members

within to make an opening statement? The gentleman from Texas

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




264

265

266

267

268

269

270

271

272

273

274

275

276

277

278

279

280

281

282

283

284

285

286

287

288

12

IS recognized for 2 minutes.

Mr. Olson. I thank you, Mr. Chairman, and 1 will be very
brief. First, 1 am glad we are taking a look at state energy
security planning. We had a tropical storm come across the Gulf
of Mexico yesterday, come ashore at Sabine Pass, Tropical Storm
Cindy. She was deadly. A 10-year-old boy was killed by debris
in Alabama. And while keeping people safe is our first priority,
we can"t ignore that energy supply failures can cause death and
destruction, too.

Tropical Storm Cindy hit America®s first LNG export plant,
Sabine Pass on the Texas-Louisiana border, run by Cheniere. Some
offshore rigs in the Gulf were shut down, evacuated. All of those
actions may cause prices to increase at home. These threats are
real. And as cyber threats evolve, we need to be ready for that
as well. Let"s get this right.

I am also glad we are tackling hydropower reforms. Texas
isn"t famous for its hydropower, but it Is an important clean
baseload power. We should be making it easier to build these
sources of energy.

Lastly, on pipelines, we need these reforms. We have seen
time and time and time again that the current process takes too
long and is way too messy. The better we do on getting the energy
infrastructure built, the better our economy is. We need to
examine these projects, hear all sides, and then make a decision.

Death by review doesn"t help anyone.
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Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 1 yield back.

The Chairman. The gentleman yields back. Other members
wishing to speak? The gentleman from Texas is recognized for 2
minutes for an opening statement.

Mr. Green. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank you for
calling up these bills. 1 am pleased that we are marking up my
bill, H.R. 2883, the Promoting Cross-Border Energy Infrastructure
Act.

The presidential permitting process dates back for many
administrations, but Congress has the duty to regulate the
commerce of the United States and cross-border energy
infrastructure projects far well within that space. Opponents
of this bill will argue that the executive permitting process has
worked well in the past. It is true that in the past the process
has been proven effective.

Unfortunately, cross-border decisions have now fallen
victim to election cycle politics. We cannot build
infrastructure in our country, on this continent, based on who
sits in the White House, a Democrat or a Republican. The
amendment would create a regulatory process iIn Department of
State, Department of Energy, Federal Regulatory Commission, to
permit cross-border infrastructure.

This is no different than building roads or bridges or
railroads. Department of Transportation coordinates that and,

in this case, we will see the coordination for pipes and wires.
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We need to build electricity transmission lines and pipelines to
move resources from where they are to where they are needed.

The bill complies with the National Environmental Policy Act
and requires a full environmental review of any cross-border
facility, including an analysis of climate change Impacts. The
entire length of the pipeline or electric transmission will be
reviewed for environmental impacts, not just a cross-border
section.

We should embrace the changes taking place in North America,
harmonize our policies with those of our neighbors in the north
and south, and that is why this bill is important.

I do have some concerns about H.R. 2910. Limiting input,
when i1t comes to NEPA reviews, is not the right route forward,
and I am concerned that the legislation will create new federal
terms that will lead to confusion about review types undertaken
by federal agencies.

Modernization of Hydro Act, as | am proud to support, 1
support H.R. 2786, promoting small conduit and hydropower. 1 am
also happy to see the subcommittee is also addressing state energy
security plans. These are vital to coastal states and -- like
Texas, for protection against national disasters. 1 am happy to
see the program reauthorized.

And 1 yield back my time.

The Chairman. The gentleman yields back. Other members

wishing to give an opening statement on the Republican side?
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Seeing none, Mr. McNerney is recognized for 2 minutes.

Mr. McNerney. 1 thank the chairman. We are considering
some important bills here today on hydropower, fossil fuel, energy
infrastructure, and issues related to protection of our energy
and electrical assets.

It is very important to modernize electrical -- our energy
infrastructure, and 1 strongly support efforts to do that. This
includes hydropower, wind, solar, as well as oil and gas. All
of these issues need the attention of this subcommittee and of
the full Energy and Commerce Committee. The bills before us today
are an attempt to address those issues.

However, 1 do believe we need to work on a bipartisan basis,
and I say this iIn real concern for my Republican colleagues. We
have learned on this side of the aisle through painful experience
that any bills that are pushed through without significant
bipartisan work and compromise are not sustainable and will cause
significant political pain. Learn from our experience. Work
with us to improve these bills.

I yield back.

The Chairman. The gentleman yields back. Other members
wishing to speak? The gentlelady from Florida, Ms. Castor, is
recognized.

Ms. Castor. Well, thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, and
good morning. These are very important energy policy matters we

will consider today, but the way we —-- this committee has arrived
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at the markup i1s very troubling. And i1t is not up to the high
standards of this committee, one of the most important in the
Congress, that has such a far-reaching impact on the lives of the
folks that we represent.

It has become too common for the majority party to be
operating in secret. Most of these bills have not received a
legislative hearing, and that just doesn®t impact us, it impacts
the ability of the public to have -- to make any comment on
legislation that 1s moving through the Congress. And I am afraid
it has become all too common in this Congress, and bad process
leads to bad policy. And I believe it is diminishing the stature
of this committee to operate iIn that manner.

And 1 think Mr. Rush also raises a very important point.
Here we are at the end of June, and this -- it may be the first
time that this committee has not had any hearing with the Energy
Secretary, the EPA Administrator; on the health side, the HHS
Secretary, and 1 think that is a real problem for the ability of
the Congress to function. 1 don"t know if it is a problem with
governing or if it is an intentional attempt to just hide the ball
from the American people.

So we will have -- we will bring amendments and iImportant
debate today, but until you improve the process you are not going
to be able to improve the policy for the folks we represent.

I yield back.

The Chairman. The gentlelady yields back. Any members --
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Mr. Tonko?

Mr. Tonko. Thank you, Mr. Chair. While I have substantive
concerns with the Hydropower Policy Modernization Act, and the
Pipeline Interagency Coordination Act, 1 also want to express some
concerns with the process that got us here. Many members of this
subcommittee requested additional hearings on hydropower in order
to hear from state and tribal governments and resource agencies.
That request was not granted.

I do not believe we have a full sense of the steps that should
be taken to streamline and improve the hydro licensing process
without undermining the interests of a number of stakeholders in
the process. When we have received testimony from key witnesses,
it hasn"t always been heated. FERC has said it does not support
the changes to trial-type hearings included in the bill before
us today.

Finally, after last week"s tragic events, our hearing
examining energy assurance plans was rightfully postponed. It
has not been rescheduled, and it was not a legislative hearing
to begin within. Now we are marking up a discussion draft today.

Now, generally speaking, | think this is a pretty good draft
that 1 would be happy to support i1f we can get the authorization
level right. But, again, the process was not ideal.

The State Energy Program is critically important. 1 saw
this firsthand while leading the New York State Energy Research

and Development Authority, and I am happy to see the draft before
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us today to reauthorize the program. 1 have introduced
legislation to reauthorize the program for a number of years, and
I would encourage the committee to support an authorization level
of $90 million, which is equal to what passed the Senate as part
of last year™s comprehensive energy bill.

It is also a $35 million decrease from the previous
authorization level. With evolving threats to energy systems,
states are needing to do more than ever before to ensure the
reliability, the resiliency, and the security of theilr systems.
We cannot ask them to do more with less.

And 1 thank the chair for recognizing the value of SEP and
for holding today"s markup. And with that, 1 yield back the
remaining bit of my time.

The Chairman. The gentleman yields back. Other members
wishing to speak, give an opening statement? Seeing none, the
chair will call up the Hydropower Policy Modernization Act of 2017
and ask the clerk to report.

[The bill follows:]
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Ms. Giannangeli. A discussion draft to modernize
hydropower policy and for other purposes.

The Chairman. Without objection, the first reading of the
bill is dispensed with. The bill will be open for amendment at
any point. So ordered.

Are there any bipartisan amendments to the bill? Seeing

none, are there -- oh, I am sorry, we have -- the chair would
recognize -- strike the last word -- the gentleman from Oregon.
Mr. Walden. 1 thank the gentleman. 1 move to strike the

last word. The Hydropower Policy Modernization Act discussion
draft led by our colleague, Mrs. McMorris Rodgers of Washington
State, i1s a really good faith effort to improve the licensing
process for hydropower, which is an important part of our
renewable energy system.

Hydropower is a clean, renewable, and reliable source of
baseload energy. It provides low-cost electricity to millions
of Americans, especially in the northwest, especially in my
district, especially in my state, where about half of the Nation"s
hydropower capacity is located.

Hydropower has significant untapped potential. We know
that from the hearings we have had and the reports we have seen.
Unfortunately, the process to license hydropower has been
increasingly complex, leading to unnecessary delays and
uncertainty.

While FERC serves as the lead agency iIn hydropower
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proceedings and sets schedules for those proceedings, there may
be multiple federal and state agencies or Indian tribes that
conduct separate permitting and environmental reviews. In
testimony before this committee in May, FERC identified dozens
of projects where the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission has
completed i1ts work on a project and is now stuck waiting for
another agency to act under other laws -- Clean Water Act or
Endangered Species Act.

In several cases, these projects have been stalled for more
than a decade, 10 years. Congress must act, and we have a
wonderful opportunity today to do that. As we have heard from
FERC, they have a full workload, and the relicensing workload in
particular is stated to -- i1s slated to increase and will continue
to remain high well into the 2030s. Between now and then, almost
half of our existing hydropower facilities will begin the
relicensing process.

It iIs our sincere desire to continue to improve this draft
-- to improve this draft -- so that we have a strong bipartisan
product that we can all be proud of. To accomplish that, we are
committed to working to improve coordination among agencies and
bring more accountability and transparency to the process.

So I look forward to working with the ranking member, Mr.
Pallone, and all interested members of this committee to try to
perfect this draft, and our work will continue between this

subcommittee®s efforts and the full committee.
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With that, Mr. Chairman, 1 would yield to my friend from New
Jersey, Mr. Pallone.

Mr. Pallone. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. | understand that
our staffs have had productive conversations over the past week
or two on Representative McMorris Rodgers® discussion draft, to
reform the hydropower licensing process.

We had a setback when the new draft was noticed for this
markup because 1t shifts the goalpost, but we would like to
continue to work with you toward a bill that can achieve broad
support among all of the members of our committee.

IT we agree on the goals, a more timely, reliable license
process that provides certainty to the license applicants and that
continues to respect state authorities and tribal rights and
protects natural and cultural resources, we should be able to come
to agreement on this bill, but we are not there yet.

Our side continues to have concerns with the draft. There
are threshold issues for each of us. We will have to work through
these things, of course, but I remain optimistic at this point,
and 1t is certainly worth the effort.

Again, this should not be a partisan issue. Members on both
sides have hydropower facilities in their districts and their
states, and we want to see them continue to operate and thrive.
Renewable baseload power offers many important benefits. And,
as | said, we share your goal of having a licensing process that

moves along more quickly and avoids license proceedings that drag
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on for many years beyond the current license expiration.

While happily most licenses move through FERC in a reasonable
period of time, we have all heard of cases in which a facility
operates for many years on an annual existing license, and that
i1s not good for anyone. It doesn®t get the enhanced environmental
performance and water management that states, tribes, and local
communities are seeking, and it doesn"t provide the certainty and
stability of a long-time license that the hydropower operator iIs
seeking.

But a speedier license process should not come at the expense
of a state"s right to manage water, public safety, the public
participation, or at the expense of all the other vital economic
and societal resources and activities that rely on the rivers,
water, and surrounding lands. When all parties to the license
process work together, everyone benefits.

So 1 hope working together we can strike a proper balance
among all of these interests and produce a bill that all of us
can support. We still have a lot of work to do, but with goodwill,
a concerted effort, and a willingness to compromise, 1 am
optimistic we can achieve a good product.

And so with the understanding that we will continue working
towards a comprise bill that we can mark up next week, we will
forego offering any amendments today and agree to move this bill
forward to the full committee.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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Mr. Walden. 1 want to just commend my colleague from New
Jersey. We share your goal that we do this without sacrificing
our environmental goals or infringing on state and tribal rights.
All stakeholders should have the opportunity to participate in
collaborative, transparent public proceedings where significant
issues are identified and are appropriately studied.

So 1 appreciate your work with us on this. 1 know you are
committed to trying to move this forward as well. That we still
have more work to do is obvious, and we look forward to getting
that work done between now and full committee.

So 1 thank you, and 1 yield back.

The Chairman. Thank you, both of you. And I was part of
a discussion last night with Mr. Pallone, and we came to this
agreement and look forward to working with all parties to get this
bill in proper shape before it goes to full committee.

Are there further amendments -- are there any further
amendments to the bill?

Mr. Sarbanes. Mr. Chairman?

The Chairman. The gentleman from Maryland is recognized.

Mr. Sarbanes. 1 move to strike the lastword. 1 just wanted
to pick up on the last thing that Congressman Pallone was referring
to. And that is, as we move this thing along and make legislative
changes relating to the licensing process, the importance of the
state role can"t be overstated i1n terms of protecting local water

quality.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




558

559

560

561

562

563

564

565

566

567

568

569

570

571

572

573

574

575

576

577

578

579

580

581

582

24

In Maryland, actually, this iIs a very bipartisan issue, and
our Republican Secretary of the Environment sent a letter to House
leadership last year describing how important the state"s
authority is to require conditions in FERC licenses that are
necessary to protect water quality.

The Conowingo Dam in Maryland, a hydroelectric dam, is
currently in the FERC relicensing process. That dam sits on the
Susquehanna River, which provides half of the fresh water that
reaches the Chesapeake Bay. Both the river and the dam are
critical to the bay"s water quality. So it is essential that
Maryland retain the authority to protect the health of the bay
and the coastal economies that depend on the bay by setting the
necessa