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Transparency at all levels of government is critical to keeping the public trust. And as policymakers,
whether on this committee, in Congress, or in government, we must embrace transparency with open
arms at every opportunity. Today, we will have that chance with three bills that put the public’s interest
first.

Transparency at the Federal Communications Commission has been an area ripe for improvement for
quite some time. At issue today is not the content of the commission’s actions, but the process by which
their rules and orders are developed, considered, and implemented.

I'd like to thank my three colleagues — Subcommittee Vice Chairman Latta and Representatives.
Kinzinger and Ellmers — for stepping up to offer these thoughtful ideas to improve transparency and
promote participation in the FCC’s process. Their proposals will improve the FCC’s accountability to the
public and provide a real means for their participation in the commission’s policy-making process and |
fully support their efforts. They are policies we should all be able to get behind.

We are not asking the FCC to do something that the Congress doesn’t already do. Our bills are posted
publicly, debated publicly, amended publicly, and voted publicly. These bills take meaningful steps toward
bringing accountability to a commission comprised of those unaccountable to the electorate.

Access to commission information and decision makers today is largely a function of proximity to our
nation’s capital. These proposals will turn that paradigm around and ensure that every American has the
access to information that will meaningfully impact any part of their increasingly connected life. We should
encourage more dialogue, not less — and that is what these draft bills will accomplish.

We have talked at length about FCC process reform. | hope these bills can gain the bipartisan support
they deserve, so we can help build a better agency that the public can rely on.
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