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Today’s hearing examines the important role federal agencies play in protecting our land and water 
resources through cleanups at federally owned and operated facilities.   
 
Federal officials in all branches, but particularly at EPA, want to exert leadership in environmental 
protection. As most successful coaches know, inspiring leadership comes first by setting a good example. 
Federal agencies must set a good example in how they assess contamination and conduct cleanups if 
they expect the American people to take their efforts to prevent and clean up hazardous materials 
seriously. We know that federal agencies do many things well but there is room for improvement. Not all 
agencies have the same level of success at conducting environmental cleanups and today’s hearing will 
examine what works and what doesn’t with respect to Federal remediation under CERCLA. We should 
work to figure out what can be done to improve cleanups to better protect our nation’s land and water.   
 
EPA may have room to improve how it conducts response activities under CERCLA too. Last month we 
learned that an EPA contractor working at a mine in Colorado somehow triggered a release of 
contaminated water into the Animas River. This is unacceptable and we are still investigating the incident 
to find out:  
What exactly went wrong? Who was responsible? What were the standards of care the personnel at the 
site were operating under and did they breach those standards?  What can be done to prevent future 
such incidents?    
 
I hope that lessons we learn from this incident can help us make good, corrective policy choices. No one 
ever wants to see headlines like that again.   
 
But today I thank witnesses from the Department of Defense, Department of Energy, EPA, and GAO to 
compare their perspectives on CERCLA cleanups. And next week we will welcome back the 
Environmental Council of States and the Association of State and Territorial Solid Waste Management 
Officials who will be sharing with us the State perspective on federal facility cleanups.  
  
I commend all my committee colleagues for working together on these issues.  
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