July 21, 2015

TO: ALL MEMBERS OF THE U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
FROM: JOEL G. NEWMAN, PRESIDENT & CEO, AMERICAN FEED INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION
RE: VOTE “YES” ON HR 1599, THE SAFE & ACCURATE FOOD LABELING ACT

On behalf of the more than 575 members of the American Feed Industry Assn. (AFIA), Arlington,
Virginia, | write to strongly urge you to vote “aye” when HR 1599, the Safe & Accurate Food Labeling Act,
is considered on the floor this Thursday.

AFIA commends the Agriculture and Energy & Commerce Committees for their efforts on HR 1599 and
its predecessor legislation in the last Congress. We believe these committees made a very good bill
even better. The bill provides for a critical single federal labeling standard for all foods, and it clarifies
and strengthens the relationship between USDA and FDA in ensuring genetically modified (GM)
ingredients used in human and/or animal food are safe, it creates a voluntary USDA certification
program for companies to follow in labeling for the presence or absence of GM ingredients, and it
requires FDA to define “natural” when used on a human food label.

As a member of the Coalition for Safe & Affordable Food (CSAF), AFIA strongly supports a federal
solution to the challenge of multiple state bills and referenda seeking mandatory albeit unnecessary
labeling of foods made with GM ingredients. AFIA has worked diligently and successfully with our state
association members over several years to ensure the few state laws enacted do not impact animal food
labeling, and we are now ready to devote that time and those resources to other challenges.

AFIA has promoted food safety and uniform state feed laws for more than 100 years. AFIA’s members
represent feed/pet food makers, ingredient suppliers, animal health companies, equipment companies,
firms providing essential goods and services to the industry, as well as state, national and international
trade associations. AFIA represents a multi-billion industry, one producing more than 75% of the 173
million tons of ready-to-eat animal feed and pet foods manufactured in the U.S. Our products represent
70-75% of the on-farm cost of producing meat, poultry and dairy products.

Again, AFIA respectfully, but strongly urges you to vote “aye” on HR 1599 when it comes to the floor on
Thursday. If | can answer any questions or provide you with additional information, please don’t
hesitate to call on me. You may also contact AFIA’s government affairs consultant, Steve Kopperud, at
(202) 776-0071 (skopperud@poldir.com), or Paul Keppy, AFIA government affairs specialist, at (703)
650-0144 (pkeppy@afia.org.)

Thank you for consideration of our views.

Sincerely,

Joel G. Newman
President & CEO



