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American Academy of Pediatrics

DEDICATED TO THE HEALTH OF ALL CHILDREN™

March 24, 2015

The Honorable John Boehner
Speaker

US House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Minority Leader

US House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Speaker and Leader Pelosi:

On behalf of the 63,000 AAP member primary care pediatricians, pediatric
subspecialists and pediatric surgical specialists who are dedicated to the health of
all children, thank you for your tireless efforts to provide continued funding for the
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), extend the life of the Maternal,
Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting (MIECHV) program, and eradicate
Medicare’s Sustainable Growth Rate (SGR). Your work could not be more timely.

CHIP is critical to the health of children, and we applaud your actions to move an
extension of the program now, before the artificial September 30 funding deadline
is reached. While controversy surrounds the length of the extension of the
program, all can agree that States, families and children need predictability about
CHIP and its future. As you know, five states have already ended their legislative
sessions, including New Mexico, Utah, Virginia, West Virginia and Wyoming. By
next month’s end, fourteen more states (Alabama, Arizona, Georgia, Idaho,
Indiana, lowa, Kentucky, Maryland, Mississippi, Montana, North Dakota, South
Dakota, Tennessee, and Washington) will have concluded their regular

sessions. Without an indication of funding levels from the federal government —
regardless of whether the program is extended for two or four years — States will be
forced to issue disenrollment notices and families may lose access to their child’s
medical homes.

Federal support for the MIECHYV program also ends Tuesday, March 31. The
MIECHYV program is critical for the health of children and their families. MIECHV
supports evidence-based programs serving pregnant women and families, helping
at-risk parents of children from birth to kindergarten entry access resources and
supports for raising children who are physically, socially and emotionally healthy
and ready to learn. The health of the next generation is enriched by this program.



In the context of the SGR, permanent repeal is long overdue. More than 14,000 children who
suffer from End Stage Renal Disease are enrolled in the Medicare program. Beyond these
children, the SGR has important downstream impacts outside of Medicare, exacerbating access
issues in Medicaid, CHIP and private insurance. It is time for this distraction to be gone.

CHIP, MIECHYV and Medicare’s SGR will all be addressed by your legislation. We urge House
action posthaste so that the Senate can work its will and the President can quickly enact a law to
address issues that are so critical to the lives of children across the United States. Thank you for
all you do for children, families and their pediatricians.

Sincerely,

/Molw«. ‘?JW, mby, FARP

Sandra G. Hassink
President
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