
	
	

February	12,	2016	
	
Americans	for	Tax	Reform	today	expressed	support	for	H.R.	2017,	“The	Common	
Sense	Nutrition	Disclosure	Act”,	being	offered	by	Rep.	McMorris	Rodgers	(R-Wash.).	
H.R.	2017	would	stand	in	stark	contrast	to	the	White	House	menu-labeling	law,	the	
language	of	which	is	overly	broad,	and	increases	the	regulatory	burden	and	
compliance	costs	through	enhanced	bureaucratic	red	tape.		
	
The	Common	Sense	Nutrition	Disclosure	Act	would	amend	the	Federal	Food,	Drug,	
and	Cosmetic	Act	to	revise	the	nutritional	information	that	restaurants	and	retail	
food	establishments	must	disclose.	Doing	so	would	protect	restaurants	and	related	
businesses	of	all	sizes	from	the	ever-growing	regulatory	burden	created	by	the	
President	and	the	Food	and	Drug	Administration	(FDA).		
	
In	2015	the	FDA	released	expansive	new	regulations	in	a	one-size-fits	all	regulatory	
approach	that	will	have	a	disproportionate	impact	on	smaller,	and	medium	sized	
businesses.	Under	the	new	regulations,	the	FDA	created	a	broad	and	expansive	new	
definition	of	“menu”	that	requires	any	food	industry	related	materials	that	contain	a	
photo	of	an	item	and	a	phone	number	to	be	considered	a	menu.	
	
The	compliance	costs	inherent	in	this	expanded	definition	will	be	too	much	for	
smaller	and	medium	size	restaurants	and	related	businesses	to	absorb.	These	
increased	costs	have	led	some	larger	restaurants	and	chains	to	advocate	in	support	
of	the	FDA	rules,	as	the	increased	compliance	burden	will	likely	offer	a	competitive	
advantage.		
	
Americans	for	Tax	Reform	believes	Congress	should	work	towards	increased	and	
fair	competition	in	the	market	place,	and	urges	lawmakers	to	support	H.R.	2017.	
Doing	so	will	ensure	that	the	FDA	and	Obama	Administration’s	costly	policies	do	not	
create	a	crony	capitalistic	regime	that	disadvantages	small,	medium,	and	growing	
businesses	in	the	industry.					
	
	


