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Dear Mr. Grey:

The House Energy and Commerce Committee’s Subcommittee on Communications and
Technology is planning an April 25, 2013, hearing to examine the Universal Service Fund’s
Lifeline program and the reforms the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enacted
starting in 2011. The Committee is concerned about the explosive growth in the program since
2008 and wants to ensure that the FCC is doing all it can to combat waste, fraud and abuse and to
target the money well to truly help those the program is intended to aid. Since the program is
funded by fees assessed on the phone bills of almost every American, we want to make sure
those ratepayer funds are being spent wisely and for the purposes intended by law.

The States have been at the forefront of efforts to reform the Lifeline program for many
years, both individually and through the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service. Thus,
in preparation for the hearing, we ask your help in gathering information regarding the States and
the Lifeline program:

1. What innovative steps and best practices are States taking to combat waste, fraud and
abuse in the Lifeline program that might be a model for other States or the FCC?

2. Which States designate and recertify wireless and prepaid eligible telecommunications
carriers and which ones leave that to the FCC?

3. Are the recent FCC reforms adequate to address waste, fraud and abuse in the fund?

4. Do States have any recommendations on how the FCC can further improve the program?
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Kindly respond by April 19, 2013. We appreciate your help and that of the States in
addressing these important issues. Please contact Committee staff Neil Fried or Ray Baum at
(202) 225-2927 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
Fred Upton Greg Wdfd_e)l
Chairman Chairman
Subcommittee on Communications
and Technology
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Joe Barton Tim Murphy N
Chairman Emeritus Chairman

versight and Investigations

Subcommittee on

Marsha Blackburn
Vice Chairman

Subcomm1ttee on Communications
and Technology

cc:  The Honorable Henry A. Waxman, Ranking Member

The Honorable Anna Eshoo, Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Communications and Technology

The Honorable Diana DeGette, Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations



